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June 19^1 
A PROBLEM STUDY 
>< How does Huntington High School function in the 
lives of its graduates through effects of courses upon 
occupation. 
INTRODUCTION 
The writer was principal of and teacher in the 
Huntington Grammar School for four years. In that time 
he was roused and challenged by what he saw of the pro¬ 
ducts of the Huntington High School to which his pupils 
went as freshmen, What does this high school contri¬ 
bute to the future of its graduates and what has that 
record been in the past generations? 
OUTLINE OF STUDY 
A* Thorough survey of the school from its start, on these 
points; 
1. Early beginnings of the community* 
2. The Characteristics of the community at time of 
first high school. 
3* Type of inhabitants. 
4. Curriculum-scope and length. 
5. Number and qualifications of teachers. 
6. Ratio of children of school age in School. 
7* In general, type of course the students elected. 
8. In general, number of entrants that graduate from 
high school. 
9. Length of school year and facilities of the school 
system. 
10. This type of analysis carried through to the 
present• 
B. Record of graduates; 
1. Type of graduates. 
2. Type of work undertaken by graduates. 
3. Range of location of graduates. 
4. Relation of high school work to occupation. 
5. Relationship between period characteristics and 
occupations. 
6. Influence of school. 
a. In community positions—public and private. 
b. In securing jobs. 
c. In the wage scale 
7. Such accompanying as are necessary to correlate 
and check data. 
A careful study of all material in order to ascertain 
in what ways and manners the school functions in its 
graduates in the community. 
EARLY BEGINNINGS 
OF COMMUNITY 
The town of Huntington was originally within the 
bounds of plantation No. 9. It was sold at auction in 
June, 1762 for the sum of 1500 dollars. In October, 
1765, the town was incorporated and named Murrayfield. 
This town of Murrayfield embraced what is now Chester, 
Huntington and a part of Worthington. 
The people gained a living from the soil, streams 
and woods. The land was made to yield crops of rye, 
wheat, corn and flax; while cattle and sheep were grown 
for food and clothing. The streams furnished fish and 
power to turn mill wheels, and the woods were the source 
of fuel and game. Not less than three years after the 
first settlement was made on the middle branch of the 
Westfield River, the people boasted of having a grist 
mill, a saw mill and a tannery. A few years later a 
finishing mill was erected in order that the woolen and 
linen cloth, woven by the housewives might be finished 
in proper style. 
Before 182? there were several small factories 
for wooden bov/ls, spoons, axe handles and trunks, while 
a whet stone quarry was sunk in the section of the town 
known as Knightville. 
In February 1773 the town of Murrayfield was divided. 
The southern part was set off by itself and given the 
name of Norwich District. 
There had grown up at the junction of Murrayfield, 
Bl&ndford and Harwich a sizeable village, which is 
new kn^wn as Huntington Village. As this village was 
situated, partly, in all three towns, laws ceuld be 
evaded. In order te curb lav; breaking, the General 
Ceui’t incorporated this village, with the Harwich Dis¬ 
trict, int© the town <§f Huntington on June 29, 1773* 
In the early history ©f Massachusetts the word 
"town" denoted both civil and ecclesiastical bound¬ 
aries. 
The church service was a big part ef the early 
settlers* life, but there was n© church edifice in 
Huntington until November i860 when the first church 
was builfc. 
In Copelandfs "History ©f Hurrayfield," 1873> 
he states that, "The educational interests ©f the 
town have always been attended to#** As the early 
records are very vague and inadequate it Is impossible 
t© state where the first public school was held, but 
this writer believes that scheel was first kept in 
a tavern run by a man named Mixer, in about the 
year 1770. 
The basis fer this belief is derived frem 
stories and legends that are current among the elder 
town’s people. There is also some vague mention ©f 
this belief in Copeland*s stery. As to the length 
©f term or the teacher ©f the school there is n© 
record ©f any kind. Home instruction was in evi- 
"n&ny an in- dence before 1770 as well as after for, 
fant came to school well grounded-,1’ Copeland’s 
History of liurrayfield* 
In the records of the town of Murrayfield we find 
that before 1770 certain lands had been set aside for 
the support of schools and that these lands were let 
out to the highest bidder, but there is no mention 
of any school being in session5 it is therefore be¬ 
lieved that none existed and that whatever knowledge 
young people obtained wen given by the parents or 
church* 
”e know that before the town of Huntington was 
incorporated there was a ”common school” in the 
center, one at Horwich Bridge, and probably one in 
Knlghtville* These schools were of the district 
type and without doubt were only partially nfree 
schools” as the town raised but little for their sup¬ 
port and the system of boarding the school teacher in 
the hone* of the school children was practiced in this 
town. 
In the year 1773 forty-eight dollars were voted 
for the support of the schools but as this seemed ”so 
extravagant” the vote was reconsidered and the sun re¬ 
duced to seventeen dollars* The assount was increased 
from time to time until in 1797 four huhdred and 
eighty-six dollars were raised. In the year 1875 the 
town funds used for the support of the schools had 
beer, increased until they amounted to nine thousand 
six hundred dollars. This amount was considered 
"magnificent" by the toYm*s people. 
Another district school came into being early in 
the nineteenth century and was known as District 
School To, 5 or Goss Kill School; another was located 
at North Hall. All of these district schools were in 
session as late as 1905. They were all of the one 
room type of building, and all subjects in eight grades 
were taught by one teacher. 
The Center School was moved several tines. It 
had its first origin in the lower floor of the first 
tovm hall, but was later moved to a building erected 
for its use on the "flats." From there it was moved 
to the "cigar shop" a store like building on Basket 
street. Sometime during the last quarter of the nine¬ 
teenth century a building was erected on the present 
site of the Murrayfield Building which served as a 
primary school, with the older pupils being sent to 
a teacher in the town hall. 
The district schools were small wooden buildings 
containing from twenty to forty desks or benches. 
These schools kept for two terms. The fall term of 
nineteen weeks and the spring term of twelve. rre do 
4/ 
no know the amount of subject matter taught, but we 
find that between the years of 1830 and 1875 at least 
twenty-one men fitted for college and graduated from 
the colleges which they attended. 
TABLE OF COLLEGES ATTENDED BY GRADUATES 
OF EARLY HUNTINGTON SCHOOLS 
TAKEN FROM COPELAND*S HISTORY OF HURRAYFIELD 
Williams 4 
Amherst 3 
Mass. Agricultural College 2 
Yale 1 
Harvard 2 
Newton Theological Seminary 1 
Medical Profession a 
(college unknown) 
Total 21 
One of the greatest boosts for the schools 
occurred in i860 when the Hon. C. ?. Huntington made 
a donation of one thousand dollars to establish a 
public library. 
The teachers of the early schools were in the 
main good. They were often young women with two, 
three or more years of normal school training and 
all of them had at least a high school certificate. 
Several young men who were studying medicine or for the 
ministry sought to replenish their income by teaching 
in the district schools. Their services were often 
desired during the spring term when the older boys 
attended school. 
It is said that seldom did a teacher remain for 
more than one term as he usually found more profitable 
employment elsewhere. This state of affairs was 
voiced in nearly every published statement of the school 
committee. The teachers pay was small. We have one 
early entry of "Teacher for Goss Hill School. For the 
spring term forty dollars and found.” As late as 1898 
we find one entry of "four hundred and twenty-five 
dollars for teaching at Khightville during the fall 
term.” The first account undoubtedly included board 
and room while the latter did not. 
In the latter part of the nineteenth century it was 
the practice of the school committee to send any 
pupil who would pay his or her own transportation to 
Westfield High School as there was no high school in 
Huntington itself. From the year i860 until 1900 
aboutten pupils a year availed themselves to this 
opportunity, but only a few completed the course as the 
expense of transportation was heavy. 
In the year 1892 the present Murrayfield building 
housing nine grades was erected. The first high school 
also used this building until it had a building of 
its own. 
The attendance in the lover grades was very good 
as the law required children to attend, and after i860 
all schooling was free. At fourteen years of age 
many left school to begin work in the rag rooms of the 
newly built paper mills* 
Huntington, without doubt furnished as good an 
education for its children as any neighboring town but, 
until Huntington High School came into being in 1900, 
retained few pupils in its schools after they had reached 
the age of fourteen. 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COUMDXZR 
AT THE TIME OF THE FIRST HIGH SCHOOL 
There has been much discussion among inhabitants 
©f the town as t© just when Huntington High School 
opened, because in the Huntington Town Report for 1S90 
we find the following, "The High School has been just 
what the town needed, and a remarkable success, and we 
would recommend that the town appropriate enough this 
year for three terms* An appreciation ©f four hundred 
and fifty dollars will be needed if this is done*" 
In later reports this high school is spoken ©f 
as the High Grammar* Upon careful examination we find 
that this so-called High or High Grammar school was, 
in fact, nothing ©ore than a ninth grade added to 
the existing eighth.. This had been done in order that 
the school might boast of a principal, as a man was 
needed to handle the grade and it was deemed only 
fitting and proper that the principal ©f a school 
should be a man. Then there was another reason; the 
people, as we shall soon see, were becoming tired 
of paying transportation for their children to at¬ 
tend Westfield High School. 
Matters grew worse, the school eormittee was 
deluged with calls by irate parents demanding that 
the town pay the tuition and transportation fees of 
the pupils. Then too, there were two decided factions 
in town; one wished to build a high school, the 
other did not. 
In 1891, the people ©f both Huntington and 
Chester met t© force the voters of the two towns t© 
establish a district high school, A group of repre¬ 
sentatives from the tw© towns were appointed t© dis¬ 
cuss the feasibility ©f such a union high school, 
but n© other action was ever taken concerning such 
a school. 
In the following year 1892 we find that an extra 
teacher had been added to the High Grammar School 
in order that the instruction might be of a higher 
order. 
By 1894 the state had passed a lav/ making it 
necessary for the town t© pay the tuition expenses 
of its pupils in Westfield High School. “This was 
a sore blow” writes one member ©f the school committee. 
Matters continued in about the same manner until 
at the town meeting of 1899 the town voted t© pay 
n© more high school tuition ©r transportation charges. 
Then the storm broke. Several cases against the town 
ire re taken to court. The town lost all the eases 
and was forced to pay the tuition and transportation 
charges. 
The upshot of this was that in September 1900 
the first Huntington High School was officially 
opened in room 5 ©1 the new Murrayfield Building, 
with twenty-seven pupils present. The teacher in 
charge was L. M. Drake with Miss Angie Dresser as 
assistant. What the course of study was we do not 
know, but It was accepted by a Mr. Mae Donald who 
was at that time in the state department of educa¬ 
tion. The school was listed as a regular high 
school and given the right t© accept tuition pupils. 
The opening ©f the high school did n©t solve 
all ©f the school committee*s problems. There r/ere 
added court cases in respect to transportation ex¬ 
penses. Many townspeople were opposed t© the open¬ 
ing of a local high school, and the voters parti¬ 
cularly had been free with advice and adverse 
criticism. Therefore In 1901 the school committee 
arranged for the town t© hire a superintendent to 
be a servant of the school committee. Thus the 
following statement in the 1902 report "The past 
year has been marked by two important events. We 
have employed a superintendent and the tuition cases 
against the town have been taken t© the Supreme Court 
The decision by the court against the town settles 
a long vexed question. We now must maintain a high 
school or pay tuition for such as wish t© attend one 
in another town.” 
The first Superintendent ©f Schools in Hunting- 
ton was J. E. Warren, a native of Northfield. 
During these years ©f agitation f©r a high 
school, the public had become school minded as is 
shown in an article written for publication by the 
school committee in 1898. "The committee would call 
attention to two very encouraging features. First, 
there seems to be a general satisfaction with the 
teachers. For the first time in many years all the 
teachers in the town have proved so satisfactory 
that for the last two terms they have been wanted 
back at their school by the parents as well as the 
committee. Second there has been a growing interest 
in the schools by the people as shown by the visitors 
lists. Many of them are so full that no more names 
could be crowded onto the pages intended for that 
purpose and room had to be found elsewhere.” 
The town was growing in population. There had 
been established within a mile of the center, two 
paper mills that employed fifty or sixty hands each. 
The woolen mill was in operation and many of the 
wood working plants continued to operate. 
The mills required skilled laborers who, as a 
general rule, wished for their children a better 
f 
education than was being offered. Then too, several 
towns and villages which considered Huntington as 
their buying center, looked to it for added educa¬ 
tional facilities for their young. 
It was inevitable that Huntington would soon 
have a high school. The following are the obvious 
reasons: First, interest in organized study was 
uppermost in the townspeople*s minds as is shown 
by the debating, music and poetry clubs that flourished 
as well as an organized town band: Second, the town 
was in fine financial condition, having a surplus 
in the banks: Third, all its industries were doing 
a good business: Fourth, Huntington students were 
not welcome in other high schools as tuition was 
not always paid: Fifth, people preparing for college 
needed high school training as the colleges required 
certified high school work for admission. 
The tuition bill was more than it cost to 
start the high school as the state aided financially 
and several students from other towns enrolled. 
Therefore with people working together it was no 
more than natural that the town would have to meet 
the demands of the citizens. A recognized high 
school was the result. 
TYPE OF PEOPLE LIVING IN HUNTINGTON 
PAST AND PRESENT 
All of the early settlers in Huntington were native 
Americans, They came from the Hamptons, over the hill 
from the towns to the south, and from Norwich, Con¬ 
necticut. These latter were undoubtedly responsible for 
the districts early name, as it was first known as Nor¬ 
wich district. It Is safe to say that the prevailing 
ancestry of these people was Scotch. They were all of 
the Protestant Faith, sober, industrious, tillers of the 
soil; yet they were not slow to grasp Industrial oppor¬ 
tunities at hand. Along the streams we find many old 
dams, some still In use. These dams furnished the power 
for several mills that turned out small wooden products 
and other Yankee notions. The descendants of these set¬ 
tlers have as a whole, remained on the farms or found 
employment In the few wood turning mills of the town. 
About the middle of the nineteenth century there 
appeared In the town another class of people. The con¬ 
struction of the Boston and Albany Railroad introduced 
this new element. There were some Italians in the 
group, but for the most part It was made up of French- 
Canadians, who were brought In to fill positions In some 
Industrial pursuits or to work in the woods. 
Several Irish people in the employ of the railroad 
also found homes in or about the vEh^ of Huntington 
proper. They were of the labor tenant class instead of 
snail hone owners as the people of Norwich District were. 
The Norwich District group had, in a measure, provided 
for free public schools arid encouraged the continuance of 
study as is shown by the early record of many college grad¬ 
uates. The latter group did not take kindly to the idea 
of education, other than that offered in the Roman Catholic 
Church Service. This was natural, however, as but few of 
the parents had had educational advantage other than those 
found in the church service. It was considered far more 
important to earn money in a mill than to attend school. 
Most of these families of Non-Anglo extraction retained the 
peasant outlook on life that had been possessed by their 
parents in other countries. The financial gain of the 
family was of the utmost concern. 
In educational matters, training equal to that 
which the patents enjoyed was considered sufficient for 
the boys of the family. Educational opportunities for 
girls received but little attention in the foreign 
element homes. The Massachusetts state laws required 
school attendance for at least six years, and but few 
girls from the village went beyond this grade. 
Some ideas seem to linger in a region and defy 
time to substantially alter them. The school records 
of Huntington show that many of the children of the 
children of French and Italian parentage leave school 
as soon as possible; while students from the outlying 
districts tend to continue their education as long as 
possible. 
There is another custom prevailing among the Non- 
English group living in the tovm of Huntington that has 
hindered educational progress. This is the inter¬ 
marriage of families. Three-fourths of the people of 
French extraction living in Huntington are related by 
inter-marriage and the practice shows no sign of abating. 
Several of the families have been in the town a hundred 
years or more, yet French is still spoken in the homes. 
The problem of orientation is, therefore, a serious 
one. In the lower grades, often the children must be 
taught English before other work is attempted. This 
delay causes many a child to be retarded in the lower 
grades and causes some pupils to lose heart and drop 
out of school as soon as possible* 
The descendants of the early settlers who did not 
wish to mingle freely with those who opposed free 
education and were not of the same faith, began a 
series of inter-marriages that may in time rival that 
of the French speaking inhabitants. 
In the past few years Dr. Whitney, of the Mass¬ 
achusetts State Department of Mental Diseases has 
examined the retarded pupils of the Murrayfield 
School in Huntington, and her records show that in 
nearly every case examined, the pupils coming from 
homes created by this inter-marriage are capable of 
doing no better than seventh or eight! grade work. 
All people referred to Dr, Whitney for examination 
were, in the eyes of the home room teachers, two years 
or more retarded. Dr. Whitney examined thirty-six child¬ 
ren of the Murrayfield School of Huntington in March, 
nineteen hundred and thirty-four. Twenty-three were of 
French extraction and nineteen were reported as two 
years or more retarded and special classes were suggested 
Grades of Retarded Pupils 
By Grad© 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Number Retarded 647612 
French Extraction 647601 
This table shows that 88.46% of the retarded pupils 
examined were of French extraction. It is well to note 
that there were few pupils above the sixth grade examined 
and none above the eighth. This is partly explained by 
the fact that no child above the eighth year of school is 
examined except by special appointment, also that many 
retarded pupils leave school after the sixth year. 
There have been no accurate records kept in the high 
school in tegard to the background of the pupils, but it 
hi s been noted by the teachers that many of the students 
that drop out during the first and second years cf high 
school, In the Huntington area, are often of French and 
Italian extraction. 
The type of people and their manner of living have 
not progressed to any great degree i"~: the past thirty 
years. True, they have automobiles and electric lights, 
but they still gain their livelihood from their farms, 
small factories, and mills. French is still spoken in 
many homes, inter-marrying continues and many children 
leave school at the earliest opportunity. 
In view of the above facts there should be some 
type of shop work for the children whose background 
keeps them from completing the prescribed course of study 
which is now available to them. Unfortunately, the town 
has neither the facilities nor the prospect for shop 
work or special classes; therefore it is doubted that 
the position 6f the school in regard to retarded pupils 
will change much within the next few years* 
CURRICULUM; SCOPE AND LENGTH 
In dealing with the curriculum of the high school 
we deal only with that school now known as Huntington 
High School, as the earlier “high grammar school” was 
only a ninth grade. 
The curriculum of the newly formed school was copied 
from other schools of the time. There was but little 
thought given to any subject except those that would 
be of cultural value or would prepare a student for 
college. This attitude perhaps kept many of the young 
people of Huntington from attending high school. This 
attitude holds in Huntington to this day for the Latin, 
English, and General courses contain no practical arts 
or shop work for the students practical handwork. 
The first course of study for the Huntington High 
School lists Commercial arithmetic and bookkeeping. The 
bookkeeping was of the single entry type common in that 
day, and the arithmetic was a continuation of the ninth 
grade. Physics and chemistry were listed in the first 
two years, but little laboratory work was done until 
1903 when a physical laboratory and chemical apparatus 
were purchased at a sheriff1s sale for one hundred and 
twenty-two dollars. The study of German was listed 
in the first course of study but was not offered to 
students until 1903. Languages were required in most 
New England colleges and therefore received first 
attention in the high schools of the early nine¬ 
teen hundreds. 
The First Course of Study for the 

























































In 1903 music and drawing became studies rank- 
ing with other minor subjects and special teachers 
were employed to teach them* 
The curriculum must have fulfilled all require¬ 
ments for high schools in Massachusetts for in 1903, 
the agents of the Massachusetts State Board of 
Education awarded the school a grant of three hundred 
dollars. 
In 1905 a commercial department was added to 
the high school* This course provided for instruc¬ 
tion in shorthandf typewriting, as well as commercial 
geography, and business corespondence* 
While the addition of these subjects gave 
birth to a new course, in reality it only lengthened 
the list of elective subjects of the third, fourth, 
and fifth years* 




























There were seven periods in the school day; 
and the pupil was required to take six periods of 
work a day, plus music and drawing once a week. As 
was previously stated, the only difference in the 
curriculum was that of electives. If a student 
had completed eight credits of the necessary twenty- 
four in commercial studies, he could graduate as a 
commercial student. In June of 1905 the school 
was approved by the New England Entrance Certifi¬ 
cate Board* 
In 1907 the school moved into a new building 
and the course of study continued as previously 
arranged. The following is a complete list of 
studies taught; 
American History (advanced) 
Humber of pupils 
taking subject 
9 
American History 33 
Ancient History 15 
English History 1 
Chemistry 10 
Physics 20 
Physical Geography 20 
Botany 20 
Physiology 20 
Public Speaking 33 
English I 18 
English II J3 English III 18 
French I 13 
French II 7 
French III 7 
German II 7 
Geography 32 
Spelling I 32 




Latin I 14 
Latin 





















Several of these listed subjects were correlated 
as penmanship and spelling, public speaking, reading 
and grammar all came under the subject of English 
at some time in the course. Then too, at least eight 
people were doing special work in several subjects 
such as mathematical review and Latin. 
The ninth grade continued as a part of the 
high school until 1909 when it was dropped from the 
system. The dropping of the ninth grade required 
some rearrangement of material but the courses 
and the list of studies remained as before. 
Classes were held four times a week in all 
subjects except drawing and music. Drawing instruc¬ 
tion was given twice a week, but music did not fa£e 
so well as only one period a week was devoted to 
this subject. 
In the English and Latin courses eighteen 
units or fifty-four credits were required to 
graduate, thirteen of these were In required sub¬ 
jects. 
Required Units 







4 French, Latin or 
German, 4 years 
4 of any one lan- 
1 guage or two years 
4 








The remaining five units could be chosen from 
the long list of electives, but one full year’s 
work in any subject was thought necessary for its 
cultural value. 
In the commercial course only eight units were 
required in commercial subjects. There were also 
required, four units in English and one in American 
History. The remaining five could be chosen from 
the electives. 






1 (First year) 
Commercial Arithmetic 











The fourth year Commercial Course work was a 
continuation of the third; in fact, it was confined 
to review and practice. 
This type of work continued in the Hunting- 
ton High School with very little change until 1914, 
The only change was in the freshman course of study* 
In 1912 biology was substituted for botanyt but in 
the next year the interest in biology fell, to be 
surplanted by a course in general science* 
During the school year of 1913—1914, the 
school authorities realized that the courses of 
study were clogged with subjects that had no value 
to the students* Credit is due Mr* Leon 0* Herrell 
then Superintendent, for a change* Latin, German 
and many of the sciences were dropped from the courses. 
Latin was available for those needing it for college 
requirements. 
The Hew England Colleges were becoming more 
lenient in the. matter of subjects that night be 
offered for entrance credit* 
The social studies received more attention than 
formerly5 while Greek and German were dropped as 
requirements in most colleges. 
Huntington High School seized this opportunity 
to decrease the number of courses offered as it 
would further decrease the teaching load* A major 
reason for the cutting of classes offered is given 
in the 1914 Huntington Town Book by a Mr* Cross, 
then Chairman of the School Committee as "A good 
time to rid the system of classes that may in the 
end cost a large sum of money*” 
The units for graduation, in the Huntington 
High School were reduced to fifteen, a unit repre¬ 
senting a year’s study in any subject. All pupils 
were required to take English and American History 
and all courses, except the commercial required at 
least a year of mathematics* 
The courses remained as college, commercial, 
and general. Most of the pupils were listed as 
students of the general course. 
Program of Studies 1913- —14 
First Second Third Fourth 
• 
Year Year Year Year 
English A B C D 
Mathematics A B C D 
French A B C D 
Natural Science A B C D 
Social Science 
Penmanship & 















Letters A, B, C, D, denote order in which 
taught. A letter represents a unit of work 
unless enclosed by a parenthesis which sig¬ 
nifies but half a unit of credit. 
In 1917 Latin was put back into the curriculum 
and another year was added in bookeeping. 
About 1921 the Educational Department of 
Huntington began to feel that it might be wise to 
offer in the high school some activities and courses 
that were not measured by the college entrance 
requirements. The school committee felt that many 
pupils would be better served if they were instructed 
in the practical subjects of life. Its first step 
was to annex a household arts program for the girls. 
There was neither room nor money for a boys 
department; handicraft was introduced as an extra- 
curricula subject. 
In 1930 a physical educational director was 
hired for the school system and many of the pupils 
became interested in sports. 
Since 1932 the 4H Club programs have had a 
large place in the extra-curricula activities of 
the school; camera, sewing, canning, wood-working, 
and conservation projects have been carried to 
completion nearly every year. 
There has been little or no curriculum change 
since 1933—34 and the change at that time was 
mainly concerned with electives. 
In February 1939 a serious fire destroyed all 
of the school records and part of the class rooms 
of Huntington High School. 
The new school will be open in the spring of 
1941, but there seems to have been no provision 
made for any manuel, trade, or domestic courses 
that are sadly needed to keep the pupils in the 
classrooms and to prepare for some life work. 
Courses Offered at Huntington High 
School 1933—34 (Required Subjects) 
College General English 
(Commercial) 
First Year 
Points Points Points 
1 English I 1 English I 1 English I 
1 Civics & 1 Civics & 1 Civics & 
Gen. Science Gen. Science Gen. Science 
1 Algebra I 1 H. A. or 
Hech. Dr. 
1 Intro, to 
Business 
Second Year 
1 English II 1 English II 1 English II 
1 Plane Geometry i Type I 
or Latin I 1 Stenog. I 
1 French I 
Third Year 
1 English III 1 English III 1 English III 





1 English IV 1 English IV 1 English IV 






HUMBER AND QUALIFICATIONS 
OF TEACHERS 
The retention ©f competent teachers has always been 
a pr«blem t© the small high school. It has always been 
the policy @f the School Department in Huntington t© hire 
teachers holding degrees te teach in the High School; and 
they have adhered t© this policy in nearly every case, 
except in the Commercial Department where Salem Normal 
School graduates have been used# Because ©f the small 
salaries paid, it was often impossible for the teacher t© 
obtain a great deal @f prefessien&l improvement other 
than reading. 
In the matter of becks the town library has always 
heartily cooperated. While its own st#ck ©f b©©ks in 
education was very small, It borrowed many from the State 
Department ©f Education, and other libraries. These 
%vere leaned t© the teacher at no extra cest* 
In the last ten years many ®f the teachers have 
improved themselves by attending summer schools, taking 
extension service courses, and attending seme ©f the 
classes in near-by colleges. 
Several interesting and helpful teacher’s institutes 
have been held in the town, the first ene being held as 
early as 1904. Several were held during the years ©f the 
World War and thereafter. 
The earning ©f the Massachusetts Teacher’s Retirement 
Association in 1914 was a great benefit t© the teachers ©f 
Huntington. The state, by deducting five per cent of a 
teachers salary for a retirement fund, decreased the 
teachers immediate available cash. The Huntington School 
Committee found that the better type of teacher would no 
longer consider coming to Huntington, as the financial 
return was too small. The salaries were raised about 
fifteen per cent in the year 191>. This proved to be a 
very wise move, for teachers were willing to remain in the 
Huntington School System. Heretofore, teachers often 
stayed in Huntington long enough xo obtain a little 
experience, but moved to a locality paying higher WRges 
as soon as the opportunity cane. The longer period of 
service, given to the school system of Huntington by 
many of the better teachers, helped to improve the 
offerings of the schools. 
About 1914, the School Committee purchased for 
teachers* use, about twenty-five professional books. 
These were of the latest methods of the time and 
served to stimulate interest in reading among the 
teachers. 
The problem of retaining good teachers is still 
one of the largest problems confronting the School 
Board of Huntington as the salaries even todqrare not 
very attractive. But while the school has had many 
beginning teachers it has been fortunate in its choice. 
'!uch credit is due the superintendents who have chosen 
them, for, in nearly every case, the teachers have 
been of high quality* The outstanding feature of 
their work has been their willingness te c©operate with 
the townspeople5 but their limited time in the community 
and the newness ©f the w©rk gave little time for 
individual problems* 
In nearly every case, teachers leaving Huntington 
High School have taken much better positions and many 
have advanced in their chosen field. 
The writer has, in his possession, lists showing 
that ©f the ninety-six teachers that have taught in 
the Huntington High School in the past forty years, 
eighty-six have held degrees* Five have held Masters 
Degrees, and eighty-one Bachelors Degrees* All of the 
ninety-six teachers that have taught in the Huntington 
High School have had at least two years of training 
after high school* 
Huntington High School has had sixteen princi¬ 
pals, four have held Masters Degrees, and the remain¬ 
ing twelve Bachelors Degrees* The average length of 
service given by the principals of Huntington High 
School, within the system, is two and cne-half years. 
No Principal served the school less than ©ne year* 
There have been but five superintendents in 
Huntington since the opening ef the %gh School; all 
of them have held degrees* 
The background of the instructors of Huntington 
High School has been good. The retention of many of 
the instructors for sore than one year would have 
tended to stabilize the system and definitely improve 
the quality of the work done by pupils of the hunt¬ 
ing ton High fchool. 
The teachers of the Huntington High School have 
often been hired to teach any or all subjects with 
the exception of physical education or any or all 
languages. This type of teacher placing caused much 
overwork on the part of the teachers, as they were not 
always definitely prepared to teach all of the assign¬ 
ments given them. Such overloading is typical in many 
small schools, and does not allow the teacher time to 
make the best presentation of material in familiar 
subjects, and, at best gives time for but passable 
presentation in subjects unfamiliar to the teacher* 
As has previously been stated, teachers have not 
remained long in Huntington High School. The reasons 
appear to be; small salaries and poor teaching 
assignments. 
RATIO OF CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE IN SCHOOL 
The Massachusetts School Attendance Laws have al¬ 
ways been enforced in Huntington. Until 1928, the Massa¬ 
chusetts Statute required that: "All children between 
the a^e3 of 7 and 14 must be able to enter the fourth 
grade before he or she may go to work." In 1928 this law 
was changed so that all pupils must be sixteen or over 
and have completed the sixth grade before they may leave 
school, except where it is necessary for the child to 
help support the family, or the pupil is mentally de¬ 
ficient. In the event of any such case, the superin¬ 
tendent may issue a home permit when the pupil reaches 
the age of fourteen. In the past few years few of these 
early permits have bees issued; although, in previous 
years, there have been as many as twenty, with a total 
school enrollment of one hundred and ninety. The average 
for the time that the Huntington High School has been in 
existence is 1.5/5. Therefore, approximately 98*5* of the 
school children of the town have been in attendance as 
prescribed by law. As the School Attendance Laws of 
Massachusetts do not require children over sixteen to 
attend school, many young people in Huntington dropped 
out of school after they became sixteen years of age. 
Nearly all of the official records of the Hunting- 
ton School Department have been destroyed by fire. 
Therefore, it is not safe to state the number or per 
cent of the inhabitants of Huntington that have 
left school before completing the prescribed course 
of study* Mr. Orcutt, the present Superintendent 
of Schools in Huntington, has held the post of 
superintendent for twelve years and states that, "In 
my opinion, approximately sixty per cent of the 
pupils in Huntington sixteen years or older, have 
remained in school to complete their chosen course 
of study." While it is impossible to verify this, 
the records held by the writer tend to bear out the 
above statement* 
The new industrial codes will undoubtedly 
eliminate froia industry all children under the age 
of eighteen, as this is the new age limit set by 
the codes. 
The parents, as a whole, have had but meager 
*• • 
educational advantages and, therefore, wish their 
children to have an education; but far too often the 
dollar has called the student from his studies on his 
sixteenth birthday. The Parent Teachers Association 
and the Grange are attempting to help the Huntington 
High School retain Its pupilst the former by providing 
funds for extracurricular activities, the latter by 
not only sponsoring extracurricular activities but 
also by setting up college funds available to all 
worthy members who have graduated from high school 
: * .. . * 
and wish to attend college* 
TYPE or GRADUATE 
I.iiich of the aa teri&l for this topic has been 
gathered In other topics during the research. We find 
in 7> that out of the 265 graduates, 65 took the 
College Course, 122 the general course, and 73 the 
commercial course. 
The per cent that took the coll go course was 
24.53 of the entire group, and 23*02 per cent of the 
graduates continued their studies in college. To 
find this fact carried out in B 2. In A 8, we have 
also seen that in graduates the girls out-numbered the 
boys: girls, 186; boys, 81. 
There Is one very important phase of thi S iilc- tter 
that has not been brought out; namely racial charac¬ 
teristics. 
Facial Characteristics of Huntington High School Grad¬ 
uates 1905-1933 





French 77 29.06 
Italian, Irish Group ,86 32.45 
Tuition (not listed in any other 
group, mostly Polish) 21 7.92 
Graduates from families that 
have cone in, in recent years 6 2.26 
Approximately one fourth of the people graduated 
from Huntington High School between 1905 and 1933* 
continued their education in some school or college* 
The rest are doing so-called day labor In the sills, 
offices, stores, and on the farms. 
Many graduates of Huntington High School might 
have continued their education if they had been pre¬ 
pared * There are two major reasons for this. Hie 
first reason is that little encouragement was given 
the individual by parents. The student was told that 
he was expected to work as soon as he graduated from 
high school. The family expected a return for the 
years that it had allowed the student to remain in 
school. Secondly, the student could, in many cases, 
expect no financial aid from home. 
Others might have entered institutions of higher 
learning but chose to remain at home. Such people 
are for the most part, from families of old early 
stock. 
TYPE OF "'ORE UNDERTAKEN BY 
Graduates of Huntington High School have en¬ 
tered many fields, but most of them chose positions 
requiring very little shill or added training* 
Only 6l graduates or 23*02 per cent of the grad¬ 
uates of Huntington High School had attended institu¬ 
tions of higher learning by the year 1933. If we 
include the 4.53 per cent that had entered the nursing 
field we find that 27.55 per cent of the graduates 
have continued their education beyond the high school. 
It is noticed that most of the graduates that 
went into a profession became teachers; there being 
8.64 per cent of all the graduates in this profession. 
Some of the women in this group are now married 
but are listed under the teachers group for class¬ 
ification. 
The following is a list of the types of work 
undertaken by the graduates of Huntington High School 
up to and including the class of 1933. 
The writer has personally talked with many of 
the graduates on this, matter and believes the list 
to be accurate. 





















Actor 1 .4 
Baker 1 .4 
Oil Business . 3 1.13 
Mill Hand 24 9.06 
Clerk 19 7.17 
Druggist 2 .3 
Civil Engineer 2 .8 
Machinest 2 .8 
Telephone Operator 4 1.52 
Railroad Worker 1 .4 
Doctor 2 .8 
Nurse (or in training) 12 4.53 
At College 25 9.43 
There is evidence that guidance work should 
have helped some pupils as several Huntington High 
School graduates have indicated that they wished to 
continue their education but found the way blocked by 
lack of college entrance requirements. In many cases 
this was not the fault of the school. Come pupils 
entered the Huntington High School with the feeling 
that they either could not or did not care to attend 
more advanced schools later. Consequently, subjects 
that they chose to study were not always those carry¬ 
ing college entrance credits. Many of these students 
upon graduation found that financial aid was forth¬ 
coming, or wished to continue their education for other 
reasons; but they could not because they had pursued 
the wrong course in high school. 
Guidance work for all of the pupils of Huntington 
High School and adult education for many parents would 
be beneficial to many people, both young and old, with¬ 
in the town of Huntington. Adult education courses 
could be given in evening school sessions or at 
Parent Teachers gatherings. 
If the parents are in favor ©f higher education 
and the pupils possess the ability, and requirements t© 
partake ©f it, then it is reasonable t© expect that the 
number of graduates ©f any high school attending in¬ 
stitutions ef higher learning will increase. 
RANGE OF LOCATION OF WOKE 
Table showing range of location of work. 
































Rhode Island 1.94 
New York 
Illinois 
Washington D. C. 
New Hampshire 
Total number of living graduates 253. 
In the location table of graduates it is noted 
that 196, or 76.74 per cent of all graduates of Hunt¬ 
ington High School have remained within a thirty mile 
radius of Huntington* 
Host of these graduates have located either in 
the cities of Springfield or Holyoke or in the paper 
mills of Russell. Those going to Rhode Island were 
students of Columbia Bible School, while those going 
to Michigan were attracted by the automobile industry. 
Out of the seven in Conneticut, five are teachers and 
most of those in Hew York are stenographers. 
The question arises "Why do so many graduates re¬ 
main in this locality?" 
Home of the reasons ares 
1. Positions at home of sufficient value. 
2. Not fitted for other work. 
3. Hot wishing to leave locality. 
A. Home and racial ties. 
B. Geographical 
\\ SefSIKFul climate 
3* Gports 
After careful investigation the writer finds by 
a series of interviews that the first two reasons are 
most important. Out of one hundred persons interviewed 
on the subject, one half feel that they are satisfied 
with the wages received and the type of life they live. 
The wages are approximately twenty dollars per week. 
They feel that if they can earn this amount every 
week that they are contented. 
The other half would like some change but most 
of them feel that they are not fitted for other work. 
Their general statement is "Oh, there has not been any¬ 
thing come up that I can do." 
Unless conditions change it is safe to assume 
that 75 per cent 6f the local high school graduates 
will remain in the locality. 
RELATIONSHIP 01 HIGH SCHOOL 
TO OCCUPATION 
As has been previously shown those people com¬ 
pleting the college course have, in nearly every 
case continued their studies and obtained honorable 
positions while every one of the commercial grad¬ 
uates has at some time or other worked at office work. 
As to the pupils graduating from the general 
course there is no certainty* This group numbers 
about one half of the graduates of Huntington High 
School but as they have no definite future in mind 
it is impossible to place any set course at their 
disposal. It Is within this group that one finds 
the crux of the matter. They had but little guidance. 
I-any of the students within the group were not cap¬ 
able of completing college requirements but some were, 
as shown in E2. 
The students taking the general course at Hunt¬ 
ington High School do not fit themselves for any 
occupation. They are given the subjects that may 
help them live more amiably with their fellow man but 
are not prepared Jo take their place in industrial 
society. Such a situation may be found in many small 
high schools. There is no money for tests to deter¬ 
mine what skills and aptitudes the student possesses. 
There is no one capable of determining the results of 
such tests if they were available. It is up to the 
individual instructors to glean as much infor: ation as 
possible. This information if correct, often corues too 
late to be of use in helping the student unless he is 
prepared to spend an additional year or two in high 
school before entering an institution of higher learn¬ 
ing. 
To the student who desires to enter industry 
as soon as he finishes secondary schools, Huntington 
High £ chool has but little to offer by way of guid¬ 
ance in the occupational field. It has no shop work* 
no cooperative connections with local industries or 
business. It is the writers belief that a guidance 
program with a capable director w uld vay big dividends 
in the Huntington High School. The students should 
be able to prepare for the kind of life work, best 
fitted to use their individual skills and altitudes. 
One of the greatest assests of this added school 
life is the contact one has with other members of his 
class and school. From this contact he learns to 
respect the rights of others so that he is better fit¬ 
ted to live with and understand them. Then as he is 
required to take English he receives a good back¬ 
ground for his everyday speech. One of the graduates 
recently told me that he believed that the thing of 
most importance to him was the ability to think out 
a problem; this he attributed to his study of geometry 
and science. 
Certainly the English phase is not to be over¬ 
looked as some of these pupils do not hear English 
spoken in their homes. The older people do pick up 
some of our language from their children but they should 
be given an opportunity to better understand it in order 
that they might understand better the problems of their 
children. The non-English speaking parents would feel 
more at ease in discussing the problems of the child if 
they could do so in English and in time would use more 
of our customs and ideals. There is a definite need 
for an adult education program in Huntington. 
People of middle age do not easily change their 
customs and speech. When these customs conflict with 
American ideals it is the duty of the school system 
to recognize and rectify them. 
The last ten years the domestic arts department 
has done much to help the young women graduates to 
improve home conditions. In general most of the girls 
taking this course become housewives within a few years. 
As to the boys many of them find employment in the 
mills, where it is extremely difficult to detertaine 
what school subjects are of most importance to them. 
The 4-H club work has been a boon to those young 
men interested in full or part time farming as an 
occupation. 
It is certain, however, that a good command of 
the English language, the ability to solve problems 
and to work with one's fellow nan are the chief asset 
of the general course* In Huntington these should be 
supplemented by a good guidance program carried on in 
the school and in the hone. 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OCCUPATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 
OF PERIOD 1905-1933 AND OCCUPATIONS ENTERED 
BY HUNTINGTON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
As Huntington High School has had graduating 
classes for less than thirty years it is difficult 
to establish relationship between any given period and 
occupation. This is particularly true with the men, as 
a great many of the male graduates have always found 
jobs in the paper and woolen mills up and down the 
valley. During the world war these jobs paid higher 
salaries than they do at present. These mills have 
steady employment and the men have elected to work in 
them rather than seek seasonal work elsewhere at higher 
wages. 
With the women graduates there have been at least 
four distinct groupings. From the year of the first 
graduate until pre war years many of the young women 
turned to teaching as an occupation. Every year there 
are one or two who continue to find this employment 
the ideal for their a bjtions. With the coming of the 
world war the commercial course found much favor with 
the young ladies. Good salaries were to be obtained 
as stenographers and bookkeepers situations were 
plentiful. The first graduate of Huntington High 
School to enter the nursing profession did so in 1922. 
Since that time the number has increased until in 1933 
five graduates became nurses. 
The group that claims the largest number of women 
graduates is that listed as "At Home*” This includes 
home makers as well as those without any definite em¬ 
ployment. 
There has been one other occupation that has 
attracted several young men and women graduates during 
the early thirties. It is the missionary field and 
as many as five graduates have entered this field in one 
year. The local clergy have been Influenci&l in this 
matter. 
One serious condition was brought on as an after 
math of the World War. Between 1922 and 1931 no 
graduate of Huntington High School went to college. 
This condition was due to the high wages that were paid 
for mill hands during that period* 
INFLEUNCE OF SCHOOL 
The high school holds a big place in the community 
life of the town ©f Huntington. Along with its neigh¬ 
bor school, the Murrayfield, it is the meeting place 
for 4-H clubs, dancing parties, rehearsals and any 
other meetings that can be connected with the school 
in any way. The P.T.A. with its monthly meeting has 
been the means ®f much social werk carried out among 
the children ©f the town. 
At tines the school plays and dances are the only 
amusements, other than sports that the town has had. 
As for sports, the school teams have often presented 
the only athletic contests held within the town. 
It was through the influence ©f the school that 
the town today has an athletic field, of which it may 
well be proud. 
The effect ©f the household arts and 4-H clu 
work may be seen in many homes where, for several months 
of the year, the school and its news is the only outlet 
for snow-bound or mud-bound families. The teachers 
©f the school have been very generous with their time 
and talent in helping various organisations in the 
community. This is especially true in the churches 
where a number ©f teachers sing ©r play. 
In securing positions the school records are 
invariably the only source ©f reference that is 
investigated by the employer. The school has no 
definite employment department but through the 
guidance ©f teachers several jobs have been secured. 
The school holds n© special place of prominence 
among employers but as has been mentioned before, high 
school graduates are given preference in the local 
mills. The example of a graduate of 1933 may be 
mentioned. The young man found employment in a 
nearby paper mill in June 1933* Since that time he 
has received many proniotions. When asked the reason 
the mill superintendent offered n© other reason than 
"He is a high school graduate," 
In a general way the high school graduate stands 
a better chance ©f obtaining a position in this loc¬ 
ality and his chance of promotion is far grei*ter. 
This latter is due without doubt t© his ability t© 
do work assigned and to live in harmony with his fellow 
workers. 
As is reasenable to expect, the worker who is 
able t© advance, receives the larger salary. The 
following table holds true in the local mills. 
Salary Average 
Lien having little or n© education $11 to $16 $14 
hen having a light grade education 
©r equivalent $14 to $19.50 $17 
High Schsol graduates $48 t© $27 $3o 
school rzm ad facilities 
OF THE SCHOOL SYSTEM 
As the reader will note, some of the items com¬ 
ing under this heading have been mentioned in some 
detail In connection with other points5 but it Is 
believed that a review of them will be of interest. 
Hie first high school was started In very cramp¬ 
ed quarters having only one class room and in add¬ 
ition, one snail room that was to be used as a lab¬ 
oratory, but there was little equipment in this lab¬ 
oratory. This was changed in the second year of the 
schools existence, laboratory equipment and supplies 
were purchased at public auction. The school grew 
quite rapidly until, in 1906, it was using three class 
rooms, a laboratory and an office, on the second floor 
of the grammar school:building. In 1907 a new build¬ 
ing of seven rooms was erected. The school continued 
to grow until, In 1930, two additional rooms and an 
assembly hall were built# 
The early school sought to comply with all stale 
requirements as it wished to take tuition pupils and 
receive state aid. As the Huntington High School has 
always been granted state aid and received tuition 
pupils it Is more than likely to assume that the 
school met all state requirements. 
In the first few years of the schools exist ace 
there was no commercial department but, as the authori¬ 
ties soon recognised the need of training for every¬ 
day life, a commercial course was offered so that 
many of the young ladies might find employment as 
secretaries in the nearby mills. The course was 
meagre at first but was soon enriched to include all 
commercial subjects. 
fhe early school was eager to conform with the 
New England College board requirements in order to 
obtain the right to enter graduates in New England 
Colleges without examination. It soon became neces¬ 
sary however, to give less attention to college 
students, as it was found that only a few were cap¬ 
able of doing the required work. 
As there were but two courses listed, the com¬ 
mon, or college and the commercial, the college course 
was modified so that any student, who passed four 
years of English and one of American history, was 
allowed to graduate. 
By 1912 Latin had been dropped as an entrance re¬ 
quirement for most New England Colleges except 
Williams; therefore it was discontinued in the school 
courses for a few years and given only as a special 
class. But it was returned to the curricular in 
1917 as some students wished it, for in that day it 
ras considered necessary to have studied Latin for its 
cultural effect. 
After the world war the home became less and less 
a deciding factor in the child’s life. With this point 
in view the school committee felt it advisable to put 
into the curricular a study known as Household Arts. 
The courses offered in Art and drawing have been 
of the best as shown by the fact that all of the art 
students studying elsewhere have made good and that 
the music course has been praised by notables in that 
field. Also, the pupils have been called upon many 
times to give programs to parents and clubs. All of 
the musical programs have been of a high order. 
It is singular to note however, that there has 
been no chance for the mechanically minded or the 
agricultural bent scholar to obtain any scientific 
knowledge of these branches in his or her high school 
training. 
Upon examination of the courses of study one is 
led to believe that the subject matter pertaining 
to the given subjects has been adequate as it meets 
with the approval of the state and college entrants 
requirements. 
The teachers of the school have, as a whole 
been above the average as all of them, with the ex¬ 
ception of those in the commercial department have 
been holders of degrees. It is true that in the early 
years of the school there was a large turnover of 
teachers, but their places were readily filled. It 
Is perhaps also fair to state that many of these 
people were fresh from college or teachers colleges, 
but Y^hat was lacked In experience, was in a measure 
accounted for by enthusiasm. 
It say be stated that the teaching force of 
Huntington High School was and Is on a par with 
other small high schools. 
As we have found, the school wished, to keep on 
the approved board and therefore school was kept in 
session forty weeks or one hundred and eighty days 
as required by law. 
IN GENERAL, PERCENT GRADUATED 
FROM HIGH SCHOOL 
Year Graduated Number of Students Girls 
1904 3 3 
1905 3 3 
1906 10 5 
1907 7 7 
1908 9 8 
1909 6 6 
1910 9 a 
1911 5' 3 
1912 5 4 
1913 9 7 
1914 9 8 
1915 1 1 
1916 6 4 
1917 8 7 
1918 4 2 
1919 5 3 
1920 3 2 
1921 9 7 
1922 9 4 
1923 5 5 
1924 8 3 
1925 16 12 
1926 14 9 
1927 9 7 





















1929 10 7 3 
1930 9 5 4 
1931 21 14 7 
1932 16 8 8 
1933 26 13 11 
Total graduated 265 
Total of girls graduated 186 
Total of boys graduated 81 
Per Cent of girls entered that graduated 46.46$ 
Per Cent of boys entered that graduated 23.96$ 
Per Cent of girls that graduated 69.43$ 
Per Cent of boys that graduated 30.57$ 
Year Pupils 
itered School Number Entered Girls Boys 
1900 24 14 10 
1901 18 10 8 
1902 14 8 6 
1903 12 7 
1 
5 
1904 15 8 7 
1905 20 12 8 
1906 15 10 5 
1907 22 13 9 * 
/ 
1908 20 12 
/ ^ 
t 
1909 18 13 
«*■ 
5 
1910 20 11 9/ 
1911 13 7 6 
1912 18 10 8 
1913 22 10 12 
1914 16 11 5 
1915 20 10 10 
1916 24 14 10 
1917 11 4 7 
1918 15 10 5 
1919 29 14 15 
1920 19 9 10 
1921 32 17 15 
1922 35 17 18 
1923 28 11 17 
1924 36 19 17 
1925 36 20 16 
1926 32 14 18 
1927 39 23 16 
1928 29 15 14 
1929 38 24 14 
1930 44 12 25 
Totals 734 396 338 
Total entered 736 
Total girls 396 
Total boys 338 
Per Cent of students entered that graduated 36.10$ 
Per Cent of girls entered 53.9,$ 
Per Cent of boys entered 46.05$ 
FACTS AND FIGURES 
Thirty-six and one tenth percent of the pupils 
that entered Huntington High School between the years 
1900 and 1930, graduated from that school. This 
means that more than five students out of eight did 
not complete the course they started. Seven hundred 
and thirty-four entered; two hundred and sixty-five 
graduated. Three hundred and ninety-six girls entered 
the school; one hundred and eighty-four or forty-six 
and forty-six hundreths percent graduated. Three 
hundred and thirty-eight boys entered the high school; 
eighty-one or twenty-three and ninety-six percent of 
those entered graduated. 
It Is to be noted that more boys than girls left 
Huntington High School before the completion of their 
course of study. This is to be expected as there 
were more positions open to young men than to young 
women. In many cases students who left school to 
?/ork might have been kept in school for the comple¬ 
tion of their course if they had been made to feel 
that the course was of real benefit to them. 
Nearly half of the girls that entered Huntington 
High School graduated. This may be because many 
young women felt that this was the only chance they 
would have to educate themselves. 
Many of the young ladies took the commercial 
course as there were positions to be had in the field 
of office work. This work did not greatly appeal to 
young men, 
liany of the men were forced by their families 
to leave school for work, A curriculum based upon 
pupil needs, a guidance program, and adult education 
are needed to keep the students of Huntington High 
School in classes until their best interests are 
served. 
Ill GENERAL, TYPE OF COURSE THE 
STUDENTS ELECTED 
There were no complete individual school records 
kept of Huntington High School students before 1907. 
Such records as were kept before this time gave no 
indications as to whether the student was preparing 
for college or not. There was but one course open to 
the students of Huntington High School before 1907. 
In 1907 a commercial course was added but the common 
or general course remained the same. The common 
course was originally intended to prepare pupils for 
college but the course was liberally padded with 
electives that many of the early graduates had but 
a smattering of rsany subjects. 
In 1917 three courses were definitely established 
in the Huntington High School. The commercial course 
was as indicated. The college course was founded on 
languages and the sciences and all students not taking 
a complete college course or the perseribed commercial 
course were listed as in the general course. Many 
people did go to college from Huntington High School 
before 1917 for the school did have all the courses s 
specified by the college entrance boards, also many 
subjects not required. With such a listing of courses 
it is impossible to find any thorough records before 
1917. A permanent school record system was established 
in that year. 
It is evident from the figures in the following 
table that many of the pupils who entered the Hunt¬ 
ington High School did so with no ilea of what they 
were intending to do in life and therefore took the 
easiest way out. Some students entered the college 
course and later changed to the general and vise 
versa. 
The known number of students to have enrolled 
in Huntington High School 1900-1934 total three 
hundred and twenty-eight. Two 'rundred and sixty- 
five have graduated, not including the class of 
1934; of these eighty-one 'ere boys. This fact is 
due in part to the early working age allowed by the 
statutes of Massachusetts during the early part of 
Huntington High School’s existence. This seems to 
be the case between the years 1915 and 1924, as 
shown by the table. At the age of fourteen many of 
the boys left school to find employment. 
While it is not possible to definitely state 
the number of students that have enrolled in the 
Huntington High School it is possible to find the 
number of graduates, as the list of Huntington High 
School graduates is yearly published in the town 
book. The number of graduates through 1933 is shown 
to be two hundred and sixty-five. 
The table shows that some students are listed 
as taking the college course before 191/* These 
students qualified for college or institutions of 
higher learning after completing the common course 
offered at the time. Of the two hundred and sixty- 
five graduates listed, one hundred and twenty-two or 
46.03 per cent were in the general course, sixty-five 
the college course and seventy-eight the commercial 
course, This tends to bear out the statement that 
many students enter the general course because they 
do not feel they can continue school beyond high 
school and many students do not know what they wish to 
do and drift into the general class. To the writer this 
indicates the need of a guidance program and a plan 
for vacational education. 
TYPE OF COURSE ELECTED BY STUDENTS OF 
HUNTINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 
Year Graduates College General Commercial 
1904 3 2 1 0 
1905 3 2 0 1 
1906 10 2 3 5 
1907 7 2 4 1 
1908 9 5 1 3 
1909 6 0 5 1 
1910 9 2 5 1 
1911 5 1 2 2 
1912 5 0 3 2 
1913 9 2 4 3 
1914 9 1 4 4 
1915 1 1 0 0 
1916 6 2 3 1 
1917 8 3 3 2 
1918 4 1 2 1 
1919 5 2 2 1 
1920 3 1 2 0 
1921 9 1 5 3 
1922 9 3 4 2 
1923 5 1 0 4 
1924 8 3 3 2 
1925 16 3 9 4 
1926 14 5 4 5 
1927 9 2 ;3 4 
1928 13 2 w 3 
1929 10 1 5 4 
1930 9 1 5 3 
lr 31 21 8 10 3 
1932 16 3 9 4 




College 24.53 per cent 
General 46.03 per cent 
Commercial 29*43 Per cent 
Note: The number of students listed under the 
college course between the years 1904 and 1917 
took the common course at Huntington High School 
but were allowed to enter a college. 
BENEFITS OF HUNTINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 
1* It has provided a free school for those desiring 
to use It. 




3* It has provided an education for those who other¬ 
wise would not have been able to obtain it. 
4. It is a recognised accredited school. 
5. It has had many ambitious teachers. 
6. It offers many subjects. 
7. Its graduates have a preference in local work. 
8. All of its contacts have been of a clean, 7/hole- 
some nature. 
9. It has provided a means for a better understanding 
between racial and religious groups. 
10. It has provided activities that otherwose would 
not have been available to the students. 
A. Sports 
B. Dramatic clubs, Glee clubs, French clubs. 
11. It has provided a meeting place for students and 
parents. (P.T.A.) 
12. It has fostered the idea of ability to work with 
fellow workers. 
13. It has developed a spirit of competition. 
14. It has been a modernizing influence in the back¬ 
woods homes. 
Huntington High School has had its bad points 
as well as its good ones, among them are: 
1. No place for the dull or average pupil. 
2. Poor equipment. 
A. Buildings 
B. Laboratories 
C. No corridors in the school 
D. Poor lighting 
E. Cramped quarters 
3. Teachers carrying too large a load. 
4. No special aid to graduates. 
5. Little guidance work. 
6. Misunderstanding between classes of students. 
7. Poor arrangements of studies. 
3. Only able to give required subject matter. 
9* Bid not stinulate a correct attitude on life. 
10. Has caused many to be disappointed and to lose 
heart. 
11. Has not been able to prepare college students 
adequately. 
12. Does not prepare pupils for life work. 
THE SCHOOL AND IT’S GRADUATES 
The following statements are based on the find¬ 
ings of the research in A and B. 
School Population 
The school has had as students two distinct 
classes. These classes are marked by racial and re¬ 
ligious differences. 
The first group is made up of descendants of the 
early settlers who were tillers of the soil and owners 
of small manufacturing plants. With the exception of 
a few sons and daughters who have gone into the pro¬ 
fessions they have remained in nearly the same social 
state as their fore-fathers, tillers of the soil, typical 
small town people, God-fearing souls. The influence 
of the church has done much to preserve this purit¬ 
anical spirit, for the church that most of them attend 
clings to the doctrines and policies of the old school, 
which, to the younger generation, often seems out of 
date. These teachings have been accepted by many of the 
young people and have borne fruit, in that several of 
these young people have turned to the missionary field 
as a life work. 
The second group, is made up of the sons and 
daughters of French, Irish, and Italian extraction. 
This latter group was made up of late arrivals In the 
town, but because of the large families prevalent with¬ 
in the group, they soon became a majority In the towns 
population. Many of the children of this group could 
not speak English at the time they entered school, and 
because no English was spoken in the home, many have 
never learned to speak it distinctly. 
The people of the early group established schools 
for their children, but as the young people’s help 
was needed at home, the school (hys were often cut short. 
The money needed to maintain schools was not always 
forthcoming as the early settlers had little money to 
spare, but a common education was desired by the group. 
Some of the more miserly often looked upon a second¬ 
ary education as a waste of time and money. This was 
due, in part, to their tftust in the Bible and the 
belief that the Lord would care for them. 
The second group was opposed to free education, 
holding that the study of church literature as ex¬ 
plained by the church through its priests, was the 
true type of education. It was also considered a 
necessity that the children should begin work as soon 
as a job could be found, in order that they might help 
support the family. Consequently but few of the child¬ 
ren of this group entered the early high school and 
those that did enter were nearly all girls. 
Because it is now necessary to be fourteen years 
of age before leaving school and because of the 
scarcity of jobs, plus a somewhat changed attitude 
on the part of the group, toward education, many more 
of these children are attending high school. 
At the time the figures for this study were taken, 
twenty-eight per cent of Huntington High School grad¬ 
uates was from the first group and the reminder were 
from the second group* 
the greatest drawback that the school has had 
been caused by the general inbreeding practiced with¬ 
in these two groups. This was natural among the 
foreign born gro p as the early settlers resented 
their presence and still greater resented their type 
of religion* Among the early group the inbreeding 
was practiced because of jealously. If the tro groups, 
had inter-married with the people of other sections 
the result might have been different* 
The sixty-five per cent of students entering 
school that do not graduate are almost wholly from 
this type of marriage, fince the writer started this 
study the school authorities have begun a series of 
tests to determine the ability of the students to do 
the required work* The survey is not complete but it 
16 estimated that eighty per cent of the students who 
drop out after entering high school would not have 
been able to complete their course. It is also well 
to note at this time that the general course from which 
nearly one half of the graduates come, is the least 
difficult of those offered and that most of its members 
are products of these inter-marriages B. fchool and 
its functions. 
The Huntington High T'ehool is comparatively a 
young high school. It was founded because it became a 
nodosity to have a high school within the town. This 
was because of financial reasons and not because the 
majority of the citizens were heartily in favor; cer¬ 
tainly the school committee and town fathers were not 
in favor of it. Consequently the appropriations for 
its organization and upkeep were of the smallest 
possible. If it had not been for the enthusiasm and 
whole-hearted cooperation of the teachers it is ques¬ 
tionable whether or not the school would have continued 
The teachers of Huntington High School have been 
very cooperative. They have given freely of their 
tine, talent and energy to help students find then- 
selves. An organized guidance program would benefit 
both teachers and pupils* 
Often the teachers have been young and inex¬ 
perienced as the committee did not pay salaries 
sufficient to retain experienced teachers, but the 
lack of experience and teaching ability so often 
presented by the teacher was in a great measure 
counter-balanced by the enthusiasm which these young 
people showed for their wort* 
The faculty from the first has been too small 
to handle adequately the number of pupils or the 
number of subjects; consequently teachers have been 
forced to present material in subjects that they as 
teachers knew little or nothing about. 
It has been shovm in the research that the com¬ 
mittee chose as high school teachers only candidates 
holding a degree. This was not always as wise as it 
might seem since many of these teachers knew nothing 
about the method of teaching. The committee did try 
to correct this by placing in the teachers hands, 
method books on teaching. ,, 
The early equipment was very meager and for a 
few years there was no laboratory either physical 
or chemical. Indeed today the laboratory of Hunt¬ 
ington High School is not a thing to be proud of 
either from the standpoint of equipment or materials. 
During the past ten years a serious attempt has been 
made to equip the school. This has been the means 
of much impr-vement in the commercial department 
where a sufficient number of typewriters have been 
placed and in the English class where text and 
reference books have been added. 
The early school merely attempted to fulfill 
the better of the law. The prime idea was to pre¬ 
pare such students as wished to attend college. 
Thus the student who, at the time of his entrance 
to high school, had no particular line of endeavor 
in mind, was not tempted to remain. The introduc¬ 
tion of the commercial course stimulated some 
interest, but even today the curriculum is sadly 
lacking in practical subjects and trades that might 
interest the pupil who does not care to go to 
college, or the pupil who can not master the subjects 
required by the college or commercial courses. 
It has been a good thing for the school that the 
colleges have required a fairly definite course of 
study for admittance* As the school received state 
aid the state also required it to maintain school a 
full one hundred and eighty days. This checking up 
by the colleges and the state has made the school a 
fairly stable institution vdiich it might not other¬ 
wise have been save for their influence. 
The early curriculum of the school was by no 
means original.* It vas copied from other small 
high schools with such chan es being made as were 
thought advisable. These changes were not always 
in the interests of the students but often in the 
interest of the town’s budget, regardless of effect. 
It is noted in the early courses of study 
and curricual that a great many related subjects 
were taught with but few studehts in each class. 
This often made the teacher’s work difficult as the 
teacher had to prepare for several classes and fre¬ 
quently broke up subjects that should have been 
correlated. 
The defenders of the schools say that the work 
of the school has been changed with prevailing 
conditions. This was stated in the early school 
committee reports, but there was never any change 
made until It became necessary; for instance the 
commercial course was not added until many parents 
demanded it. Before the commercial class was added 
to the high school, students wishing to enter bus¬ 
iness had to attend another school. It was not until 
1921 when the county extension service introduced 
4-K work that the class In household arts was in¬ 
troduced. This class is of benefit to the slow and 
average run of young women students, but what about 
the young men? This work Is still left to the county 
with its meagre staff of workers since the school 
offers no adequate work for the average young man. 
This is a serious condition when we remember that of 
the entire number of graduates one hundred and twenty- 
two or forty-six and three hundredths per cent of 
the entire group graduated from the general course 
because they were not interested or could not do the 
work required in the college or commercial courses, 
and that a great many more dropped out because that 
was no course to fit them. 
Kearly all of the pupils in Huntington High 
School are there because they choose to attend. The 
attendance law will allow anyone to leave school at 
the age of sixteen or at fourteen If he or she has 
work and must help the family. With this also in 
mind it is easy to see that at least half of the 
students are doing little more than putting in tiir 
time at Huntington High School 
RESULTS 
Thirty-six and one tenth per cent of those en¬ 
tering Huntington High School graduate. This is with 
in the average for the state. About one fourth of 
the graduates have at some time or other furthered 
their education in higher educational institutions. 
It is perhaps a bit early in the life of the school 
to judge the results of its graduates but as yet as 
there has been nothing outstanding in their work* 
About three-fourths of the graduates have re¬ 
mained within a short distance of Huntington, work¬ 
ing at such positions as are presented in the near¬ 
by mills and cities. The income of these graduates 
is slightly above the average wage of the mills, for 
some preference is given to the high school graduates 
in the local factories. The graduates seem, as a 
group, to lack "ambition” as they are satisfied with 
life as they find it. This dondition is a carry 
over from the forefathers. While the school does not 
find employment it does assist any graduates that it 
can be of help to. 
There have been four distinct fields that have 
been entered by students who elected to continue 
their education. 
1. Professional 
2. Commercial Work 
: «. Nursing 
4. Missionary service 
Each of these occupations has been definitely 
related to different periods in the schools history. 
The activities of the high school have been the 
hub of the social and intellectual activity of the 
town. 
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